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Homecoming 2017 will be held 
Friday, Sept. 29, with the highlight 
being the homecoming parade, the 
crowning of the homecoming queen 
and the football game against the 
Camdenton Lakers. The theme for the 
week and the parade is “Celebrating 
Our Stripes” and as always, Tiger 
alumni and supporters are encouraged 
to attend the parade and football game. 

The theme focuses on celebrating our 
Tiger Pride as well as the pride we hold 
for being a military based school.  The 
district will celebrate its tiger stripes 
and America’s stripes.

Homecoming: 
Celebrating 
our Stripes 

The parade will begin at 2:30 p.m. on 
the square in downtown Waynesville 
and end at Waynesville Middle 
School. Parade entries are limited 
to Waynesville R-VI student clubs, 
organizations and bands. Sponsorship 
of homecoming floats is $75 and 
open to all area businesses, non-profit 
organizations, clubs and individuals. 

The deadline for float sponsorship, 
which helps pay for float supplies, 
is Sept. 19. For more information 
and details, contact Jake Kloeppel at 
jkloeppel@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

The Chamber of Commerce will 
host the annual free Community Pride 
Night with a hot dog roast starting at 
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For a quarter of a century, Jim 
Stockmann and Todd Walker have been 
striking up the bands in Waynesville 
Schools. 

Walker leads the Waynesville Middle 
School Advanced Band – one of the 
top performing bands in the state – and 
Stockmann leads Waynesville High 
School’s award-winning marching band 
that plays some of the most complex 
music available. 

As they both start their 25th year 
of teaching music 
in the Waynesville 
R-VI School District, 
they took a moment 
to reflect back on 
the district’s band 
programs.  

“In the last few 
years, we have been 

Band directors keep winning rhythm for 25 years
able to add our percussion ensemble. 
The marimba, synthesizers, keyboards, 
vibraphone and xylophones allow 
students to play more complex music,” 
Stockmann said. “It challenges them 
to be better musicians and better 
students. Having the equipment up front 
allows us to teach and expose all of 
our students to more complex music. 
They become more worldly by learning 
rhythms, articulations, releases and 
having so many things occurring at the 
same time.”

“Research shows that participating 
in music boosts performance in core 
subjects, especially in the reading 
and math areas,” Walker said. “Music 
rounds out their school days and 
enriches their lives. It also sets them 
up for success later in life. Every year 
at graduation, I recognize at least one 

of the valedictorians from their days in 
middle school band.” 

Waynesville Middle School’s 
Advanced Band has scored the highest 
score – a 1 – in every competition since 
1993. 

“I am proud of our record and 
how well our students have done,” 
Walker said. “It takes hard work and 
commitment on the part of the students 
and their parents. I don’t want to sound 
like I am boasting too much, but our 
program is one of the 
best in the state. We 
consistently do very 
well. Students have 
gone on to be music 
majors in college and 

Todd Walker Jim Stockmann
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pursued careers in music.” 
Waynesville Middle School offers 

Intermediate and Advanced Bands, 
which prepare students for success as 
they enter the high school level. “In 
addition, we’ve had enough interest 
that we are going to try and offer jazz 
band outside of the regular school day 
– either before or after school,” Walker 
said. 

By offering jazz outside of the regular 
school day, Walker is hopeful that 
more students will become involved 
in a genre that he especially enjoys.  
Walker enjoys jazz music’s style. “Jazz 
provides students with an opportunity 
to interpret music and to have different 
articulations and fluctuations. It 
enhances their skill set,” Walker said.

About 285 students participate 
in middle and high school bands. 
The district provides uniforms and 
has available for check out many of 
the largest and/or more expensive 
instruments, such as the tuba, bass 
clarinet, baritones and tenor sax. Scale 
testing is done on computers and 
iPads so that students can perfect their 
skills. Middle school students pay for 
their instrument books and an annual 
$5 uniform cleaning fee. High school 
students pay a $50 participation fee, but 
scholarships are available to help those 
with financial need. 

In addition to the high school’s 
marching band, concert band, jazz 
band, ensembles, pep band and guitar 
offerings, a music technology class has 
been added this year.

“We want students to experience 
music and all it has to offer,” 
Stockmann said. “It builds self-

confidence and pride. 
Students learn that they can 
stand in front of people and 
play on a stage and be seen. 
Music helps students become 
more mature aesthetically.”

Getting 120 teenagers to 
play together as one can be 
a challenge, but thanks to 
nearby Fort Leonard Wood, 
team-building for the high 
school band has reached new 
heights, both literally and 
figuratively. 

“We used to take our core 
band student leaders to the 
Lake of the Ozarks for a two 
to three-day summer camp, 
but it became expensive and only served 
a limited number of band members. 
When we looked for a new way to 
engage our students in team-building, 
Fort Leonard Wood’s obstacle course 
offered the perfect opportunity for all of 
our students to be engaged.” 

“Learning to work together off the 
field is as important as learning to work 
together on the field,” Stockmann said. 
“When I watch our students who are 
from all over the world march together 
and perform as one, I am so proud of 
them and they are proud of themselves. 
And when they win a competition, they 
are living our motto: ‘The Waynesville 
High School Band achieves musical 
excellence, in and out of rehearsal, in 
order to evoke unity and pride.’”

For the winning record in 
competitions, Stockmann and Walker 
credit students for their hard work 
and commitment, but every band 
student knows that after 25 years of 
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Todd Walker directing the middle school band. 

teaching, the finest tuned instruments 
in the classroom are Stockmann’s 
and Walker’s “ears.” With over 100 
instruments all playing at once, the pair 
can easily pick out just the right note 
or the wrong one and eventually get 
everyone playing in the same key on the 
same sheet of music. 

Band students participated in a 
team-building obstacle course 
during band camp. Photos by 
Raven and Laura Smith. 



4:30 p.m. just outside the Ninth Grade Center at 
Waynesville High School. Inside Tiger Stadium, 
the Homecoming queen will be crowned at 6:30 
p.m. and kickoff will be at 7 p.m. Admission to 
Tiger Stadium is $4 per person. 

The annual Homecoming t-shirt has become a 
large part of the Homecoming tradition. To order 
your shirt(s), please FAX your order to 573-842-
2401 or deliver your order to the main office at 
Waynesville High School. To pay by check, please 
make it out to the WHS Activity Account. The cost 
of the shirts are:

• $10 for adult sizes small through XL
• $13 for adult shirts size XXL and larger
• $10 for youth small through large 
• $10 for the child size 4 and 5/6
A business window decorating contest will again 

be held this year; however, the judging will be 
conducted on Wednesday, Sept. 27. To have your 
business window judged, contact Jake Kloeppel at 
jkloeppel@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Jake Kloeppel at the email listed above or 
at 573-842-2400 ext. 3154.

Homecoming
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Colton’s Steakhouse and Grill in Saint Robert will donate 10% of all 
their sales on Monday, Sept. 18, to raise awareness and funds in support 
of Snack in a Pack (SIAP). All dine in or carryout orders between the 
hours of 10:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. will benefit SIAP. No flyer is needed for 
this fundraiser.

Snack in a Pack is an AmeriCorps Volunteer in Service to 
America (VISTA) program that provides supplemental food packs to 
appoximately 300 students in the Waynesville R-VI School District 
who might otherwise go hungry over the weekend. Each pack costs 
approximately $5.00.

For more information on how to donate, volunteer, or host a food 
drive on the behalf of Snack in a Pack, please contact the Waynesville 
AmeriCorps VISTA program at (573) 842-2651 or send an email to 
spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.
ABOUT THE COMMUNITY RESOURCE OFFICE (CRO)

The Community Resource Office (CRO), under the direction of 
Todd Whalen, is a grant-supported department of the Waynesville R-VI 
School District that manages district volunteers, AmeriCorps school 
tutors, Club TIGER Afterschool Program, Snack in a Pack Program, 
Student Transitions, and more. These programs are made possible 
by grants from the Corporation for National and Community Service 
(CNCS), Army Youth Programs in Your Neighborhood (AYPYN), 
and Department of Defense - Education Activity (DoDEA). For more 
information about the CRO Programs or how to get involved, contact 
(573) 842-2250 or community@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Colton’s to help raise 
funds for Snack in a Pack

Waynesville R-VI leaders 
practice with their new secure 
radios purchased through 
Prop 1 funds that taxpayers 
approved in April. The radios 
feature additional emergency 
options and channels for 
administrators to use in 
the event of an emergency 
situation. Prop 1 funds are 
designated for security and 
technology.



Story and photos by AmeriCorps Staff
For more than 50 years AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps 

Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) 
members have served within communities 
as a domestic version of the Peace Corps 
to eradicate poverty by serving in six 
priority areas: disaster services, economic 
opportunity, education, environmental 
stewardship, healthy futures, and veterans 
and military families. AmeriCorps members 
have been serving the Waynesville and 
surrounding areas for nine years within 
the school district and various community 
agencies. Since its establishment in the 
Waynesville area, AmeriCorps members’ 
service has become more than a way to give 
back - it has become a family tradition, a 
connection to the community, and a brother/
sisterhood of alumni. Members have met 
and later married, families and friends have 
served alongside each other, and lifelong 
friendships were rooted all while serving.

The tradition of families serving together 
is prevalent in the Waynesville AmeriCorps 
program. The program currently has mothers 
serving with their children, spouses and 
siblings serving together, and an aunt serving 
with her niece. 

One such family is the Albrecht family, 
comprised of Nadine and her two sons, Neil 
and Michael. Nadine has served two years 
providing professional development training 
as an AmeriCorps VISTA, while Neil and 
Michael have served a total of two summers 
as VISTA Summer Associates (VSA). 
Michael is serving with the administration at 
Waynesville High School and says, “Serving 
with my mom and brother is normal for me 
because it’s how I was raised. Our family 
has always volunteered together in our 
community so serving with AmeriCorps 
VISTA together was natural.” 

The Garridos, comprised of Colleen and 
her daughter, Trina, have both served two 
years each with AmeriCorps. Colleen shares 
what it is like to work with her daughter, 
“It has been a great experience to have my 
daughter serve alongside me and watch her 
grow as a person and gain that experience 
in the educational field as she is wanting to 
be a teacher. Being a role model towards the 
youth in the community has been an amazing 
experience, knowing we have made an impact 
in some child’s life and their family.” Colleen serves as a 
human resource and volunteer coordinator, while Trina serves 
as a tutor with school-age students.

When couples serve together it reinforces their shared values 

and creates new memories. Michael and Callie Norris have 
served four years collectively as tutors for elementary students,. 

In addition, they have had the opportunity to 
be a part of the Waynesville Middle School 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 
and serve as scorekeepers and concession 
attendants at the 3-on-3 Basketball Madness 
Tournament in support of Snack In a Pack 
(SIAP). This summer they welcomed their 
first child.

The program has two groups of siblings 
serving together. The first group of 
siblings serving together are Taylor and 
Keara Cogdill. Taylor started out as a 
VSA and continued to serve as a VISTA 
doing website development, while Keara 
is completing her first summer as a VSA. 
Keara is serving with the American Red 
Cross and assists directly with incoming 
military members to the Fort Leonard Wood 
area. Keara says, “Briefing the incoming 
military members for the American Red 
Cross is personally impactful to me because 
it is a service I know my dad has had to use 
while he was serving in the military as a 
Military Police Officer.” Keara also had the 
privilege to help a family she knew that was 
affected by the flood in Devils Elbow. 

Our second group of siblings, Halle and 
Megan Craven are both serving their first 
summer as VSAs. Halle supported students 
during Tiger Leadership Camp and at 
The Ark Community and Sports Center. 
Megan served at the Fort Leonard Wood 
John B. Mahaffey Museum Complex and 
expressed that her favorite part of serving 
has been “seeing the smiles and building 
relationships in such a short time.” 

Lastly, is an aunt/niece duo, Robin 
Edwards and Megan Leal. Robin is serving 
in her first year as a VISTA and Megan 
is serving her first summer as a VSA. 
Robin said of her experience “Having 
my niece serve with me this summer has 
been amazing. This unique experience 
has bonded us with something special, 
becoming AmeriCorps VISTA alumni 
together!” 

There are various reasons these 
families and others serve as AmeriCorps, 

AmeriCorps VISTA, and VSA members. 
Regardless of the reason, the ultimate goal is 
to strengthen the capacity of an organization 

and enhance its ability to serve the community while getting 
things done. The sum of hours served by these family members 
equal 26,240 hours of service within the community. 

AmeriCorps families build tradition of helping others

Colleen Garridos and her daughter, 
Trina.

 Siblings: Halle and Megan Craven

Aunt/niece duo: Robin Edwards and 
Megan Leal
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AmeriCorps members serve in a variety of areas, 
such as tutoring, volunteer coordination, Club TIGER 
Afterschool program, Tiger Leadership Camp, 
professional development, implementation, and so 
much more. To apply for the paid service opportunities 
through AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA candidates 
should go the my.americorps.gov website. For more 
specific instructions and for more information, contact 
the Community Resource Office (CRO) at (573) 842-
2250 and be sure to like us on Facebook at “Waynesville 
Tiger Way.”

Siblings: Taylor and 
Keara Cogdill.

Nadine Albrecht and her sons, Neil 
and Michael.

AmeriCorps family
Continued from page 1 

The Waynesville Career Center will host the 
16th Annual WCC (Kerry Payne Memorial) 
Scholarship Golf Tournament on Saturday, 
Sept. 16, at Dixon Oak Hills Country Club.

Check-in is at 8:30 a.m. with a 9 a.m. start. 
The cost for the three-person scramble is $150 
per team and it includes 18 holes of golf, 
one cart per team, skins by flight and a meal 
following the tournament.

The rain date is Sept. 17.
For more information, call Beverly at 573-

842-2500.

WCC to host golf event 

On Aug. 21, the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education recognized Piney 
Ridge’s teachers, paraprofessionals and staff members for earning Silver-
Level Recognition for implementing Positive Behavior Support.

 “There is no place I would rather work and no team of individuals 
I would rather work with than our team of dedicated professionals,” 
said Piney Ridge Principal Kim Amodio. “Of course they are excellent 
educators, but beyond that, they care about the success of each and every 
one of our students and they work hard every day to change the future for 
our students.”

 Waynesville R-VI provides educational services for students of Piney 
Ridge Center, a residential treatment center. During the Annual Missouri 
SW-Positive Behavior Support (PBS) Summer Institute in June, Piney 
Ridge was recognized with Silver-Level Recognition for their deep level 
of implementation with the PBS program they have put in place to support 
students. PBS provides a multi-tiered approach to improve the social, 
emotional, behavioral and academic outcomes for all students.

 By implementing Positive Behavior Support, discipline issues have 
continuously declined. “Many of our students see school as a reward and 
they want to be here,” Amodio said.

 Beyond having fewer discipline referrals, Piney Ridge graduated a 
record number of nine students during the 2016-17 school year.

Piney Ridge staff 
recognized for PBS success

Teresa Rowland, Shauntrel Linton-Smith, April Gonzales, Dagmar 
Lambert, Kim Amodio and Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent 
of instructional services. 

SOP thanks Henry for service
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, was recognized 

for serving as the chair of the Sustainable Ozarks 
Partnership for August 2015-August 2017.

 “Dr. Henry’s leadership as SOP Chair and as 
Superintendent of the Waynesville School District 
have had a tremendous impact on our community 
and our region that we will continue to benefit 
from for many years to come,” said SOP Executive 
Director Kent Thomas. 

St. Robert Mayor George Lauritson was elected 
as SOP chair for 2017-18, Steve Ehrhardt was re-
elected as vice chair, and Bill Ransdall was elected 
treasurer. 



In their home opener, the Waynesville Varsity Tigers took on the Lebanon Jackets. For more football information, go to http://
www.waynesvilletigerathletics.org/main/teamschedule/id/58644/seasonId/4203165. Photos by Andrei Sorrel, WHS student

The WHS Girls Tennis Team took on Jefferson City on 
Monday. For more information about tennis go to http://www.
waynesvilletigerathletics.org/main/teamschedule/id/58640/
seasonid/4203182

By Nicole Jarman
Waynesville Cross Country competed in their first 

meet of the season at the Jim Marshall Invitational in 
Jefferson City on Saturday, Aug. 26. 

The boys team was led by Luke Morrison who was 
spiked in the Achilles, lost his shoe and ran the last 
2.5 miles of the race with no shoe. He still managed 
to place 12th with a time of 17:58. Victor Daos came 
in next for the Tigers with a time 19:42. Impressively, 
freshman Caleb Pursley was 3rd on the tigers line up. It 
was a bittersweet race for Keaton Noah as it was his last 
time competing as a Tiger before he moves. Rounding 
out the boys varsity race was Brandon Murphey, Evan 
Nitchman and Matt Jones. 

Leading the girls team was Madelyn Newsom who 
placed 16th with a time of 22:24. Freshman runner 
Chambre Garcia attacked the Jefferson City hills and 
debuted her high school cross country career with a 
35th place finish. Rounding out the girls varsity race 
was Brianna Moose, Andrea Trudell, Jasmine Cassidy 
and Makkah Mujahid. 

“Today was a good starting point. Right now we are 
focused on getting everyone healthy to race. We have 
some tough girls struggling with injuries right now that 
we are excited to throw into the mix at our next race in 
Lebanon on Sept. 11.”

Cross country 1st meet

The WHS  
Boys 
Soccer 
Team 
took on 
Willard on 
Thursday. 
For more 
soccer 
info, click 
here. 

Left, Luke 
Morrison runs with 
one shoe; above, 
Madelyn Newsom 
and Morrison with 
medals 
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